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Abstract

Variations in mothers' role perceptions were studied as a function of (a)

the amount of time mothers spend with their children, and b) thecultural

ideology of childrearing that assigns to the mother either sole or shared

responsibility for socialization. 4 groups of Israeli mothers of toddlers

were studied. Among nuclear family mothers 21 had children in

nurseryschool, and 22 had children in fulltime daycare. Among kibbutz

mothers 23 lived on Familial kibbutzim where children slept at ham, and

22 lived on Communal kibbutzim where children slept apart from their

parents. Otestionnaires assessed mothers' perceptions of mother and

caregiver influence and their use of disciplinary and nurttrimt techniques.

Whereas amount of time did not contribute to variations in role

perceptions, childrearing ideology (sole vs shared socialization

responsiblity) showed strong effects. In accord with nuclear family

ideology, daycare mothers perceived mothers as more influential and as

using more of all socializing techniques than caregivers. In accord with

their ideology of shared responsibilities, kibbutz mothers perceived

caregivers to be as influential as mothers. Further, as specified by

kibbutz ideology, kibbutz mothers reported that they used ntrturance

more and disciplinary technimes less than caregivers. The importance of

cultural ideology on partnts' role perceptions is discussed
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2 Role Perceptions

Research in parents' ideas, attitudes and values has had a checkered

history in developmental psychology. Once the focus of intensive

investiwition (Brim, 1959; Emmerich, 1969; Hess & Handel, 1959;

Kluckhohn & Strodtbedc, 1962; Schaefer & Bell, 1957) the area was

abandonned because few correlates were found between parental reports

and their behavior (Parke, 1978). Recently, however, that abandonnment

has been described as premature, and the argument offered that parents'

ideas and parents' behavior are separate sources of information, both

worthy of study and with data yet to be gathered about the nature of

their relationship (Pwke,1978). The change in position has also been

fostered by the emergence of work in social comition which recognizes

that, like other ideas, those about parenting and development ire

interesting phenomena in their own right. Research has now been

directed towards determining the content and quality of parents' ideas

and towards locating both the sources. and the consequences of them (see

Goockiow (1985) and Siegel (1985) for recent reviews).

The present study focuses on role perceptions of mothers from

Israeli town and kibbutz. Two aspects are studied; the extent of

influence and the use of various chi kkeering tedmiqies that mothers

attribute to themselves and to caregivers. The perception of influence is

important because it is Met, to have effects on parents' actions . It is
unlikely, for instance that effort will be experxied on a task where one's

influence is perceived as limited Further, influence is ttxxifit to

diminish as others become involved in socialization (Newson and Newman,

1976), making perceived influence particularly interesting to study in

contexts of shared child rearing. Perceptions of chil&earing tedmicgres
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are also interesting for they inform us how parents attempt to socialize

their children. Two broad categories of techniques are considered:

nurturant techniques which depend on empathic, supportive or playful

interaction, and disciplinary techniques which depend on control,

instruction and limit setting. These correspond to the well-established

parenting dimensions of warmth and control (8ecker,I964,) and also to

the ideologically guided division of childrearing assigned to mothers and

caregivers on kibbutz.

There is an accumulating body of work on conditions that contribute

to variations in parents' ideas (Goodnow, 1985). In some of this work

the emphasis falls on the extent to which ideas about children and

parenting vary ea a function of differences in the parents' degree and

type of experience with children. In such studies the major emphasis is

often on the construction of roles in the light of individual

responsibilities or observations of daily experience. Factors such as sex

of parent, age of child (Knight, 1983; McGillicudi-del!..,1, 1982; Russell

& Russe11,1982), or parents' difficulties in childrearing (Sirneroff & Fell,

1985) have been investigated. tkmy other variables remain to be studied.

In light of the growing incidence of working mothers who are away from

their children for extended parts of the day, the impact of the amount of

time spent with the child on the mother's role perception merits

attention.

Variation in ideas about parenting and chilcken have also been

studied among diverse national or socio-economic groups (Frankel &

Roer-Bornstein, 1982; Gooctow, Ca pore, Cotton, & Kni Olt, 1 983; Hess,

Kashigawa, Awns, Price & Dickinson, 1980, Luster & Milne 1984, Ninlo,
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1979). However, differences between social or cultural groups do not

pinpoint which of the many varying practices and beliefs accounts for

the results. Frequently the primary source of parents' Was in such

studies is attributed to an Implicit childrearing ideology in the social

structure or to opportunities for acquiring ideas from other members of

the same cultural group. But the absence of an explicit, independently

assessed ideology of parenting and child development among the

different social or cultural grows makes such interpretations

problematical.

In the research to be described in this paper we investigate the

contribution of two variables on mothers' ideas of parenting the amount

of time mothers engage in childcare, and the ideology of childrearing

which assigns to the mother either sole or shared responsibility for the

socialization of her children. Israel is an ideal setting for exploring

these variables for there are two dominant forms of childrearing the

nuclear family in which the mother has primary responsibilit for

childrearing, and the collective childrearing of kibbutz (plural kibbutzim)

in which the Ideology assigns Joint responsibility to professional

caregivers and parents for children's socialization . Within these

childrearing settings there are variations in the moult of time parents

spend with their chilth-en.

On kibbutz, children from birth are raised amongst a grow of

age-mates in a special children's house set apart from the residences of

Milts. While primal/ childcare is in the hands of a professional

caregiver, contact is maintained with parents by mews of lengthy (2-3

how) daily visits. Originally all the kibbutzim had communal sleeping
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arrangements in which children slept apart from their parents, but in

recent years there has been a growing trend towards family sleeping

arrangements (Gerson, 1978; Talmon, 1972; Tiger and 5hepher,1975).

Despite differences in sleeping arrangements all kibbutzim have

maintained communal childrearing arrangements in which infants and

children are cared for by professional caregivers for approximately

eicpt hours per day. The caregiver's role during this time Is not merely to

mind the children, but to facilitate their development in the broadest

possible sense, and to transmit the values of the kibbutz. Furthermore,

both types of kibbutzim continue to share a cowmen division of labor

between parents awl caregivers with the ciregivers' role to teach,

socialize and where necessary to discipline , whereas the parents' role is

to love, nurture and be stpportive of the child. In daily Interaction

parents and caregivers both provide some degree of affection and

socialization pressure, but thy differ in the balance of these activities.

In contrast to the situation on kibbutz, the town mother has primary

responsibility for rewing her child. Unlike the kilbutz mother who must

defer to the caregiver on issues pertaining to socialization, the town

mother routinely males her own decisions regarding chil&earing. In turn,

she feels responsible for the child's successes and failtres in

accomplishing the various socialization goals. Despite her frequent use

of auxiliary caregivers, the town mother, by virtue of her freedom to

choose one play, daycare setting or childcare worker over another,

stills maintains major responsibility for her child's socialization.

In our reseach we study foci wimps of Israeli mothers whose

children are either (1) In nursery school, (2) In full-time daycare , (3) in
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full-time kibbutz care yet sleep at home , or (4) in full-time kibbutz

care and sleep in the children's house. These groups vary in two major

ways. First, they vary in the mount of time children spend in the

mothers' cart Among the town mothers, nursery whool children spend

more time with their mothers than do daycare chilcren. A similar

variation exists among kibbutz children: Children from kibbutzim with

familial sleeping arrangements spend more time with their mothers than

do children from kibbutzim with communal sleeping arnmments.

Second, the vows differ in childrearing ideology, in particular whether

childrearing (the facilitation of longterm socialization goals) is

primarily the responsibility of the mother or is shared between the

mother and another responsible adult. Particularly instructive in this

retyrd is the comparison between mothers with children in town daycare

centers and mothers from kibbutzim with familial sleeping

arrinpments. Both crows spend similar amounts of time with their

chilchn but differ in the ideological assumption of childrearing

responsibility.

In summary, this research investigates how mothers' view their

roles relative to that of caregivers as a function of (a) the amount of

time children spend in the we of others , and (b) whether chilckearing

ideology assigns to the mother sole or joint responsibility for the

socialization of children. Two aspects of the parental role perceptions

are studied breadth of influence and the types of socializing

techniques ( disciplinary vs nurturant) that are used
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Method

ejects
A total of 88 Israeli mothers of toddlers aged 2.5 years filled out

Role Perception questionnaires. Forty-four subjects lived in Haifa; 21

with children in nursery school for 24 hours per week, and 22 with

children in daycare centers for 44 or more hours per week. Forty-five

respondents were kibbutz members who had lived on kibbutz for at least

the preceding 8 years. Approximately half of the kibbutz mothers came

from kibbutzim with communal sleeping arrangements (hereafter called

Communal kibbutzim) where chilchn slept in special quarters apart

from their parents, and half came from kibbutzim with familial sleeping

arragements (hereafter called Familial kibbutzim) where children slept

in their parent's apartment. Acceptance rates for participation in the

research was 61 percent for nursery school mothers, 55 percent for

mothers of children in daycare centers, and 88 percent for kibbutz

mothers.

The far grows of subjects were compared on a variety of

background factors. Whereas there were no differences between the two

kibbutz samples nor between the two town samples, the kibbutz

samples differed from town families in several ways; they had larger

fannies (2.8 vs 2.0 children), and fewer kibbutz than town mothers had

tertiary education. These findings reflect demotic differences

between town and kibbutz woven.

The instrtIneOt

IlagoklerzgatiaLgueationoake assessed the respondent's

9
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perception of the roles of mother, father, and caregiver. There were two

main parts to the questionnaire: domains of influence and socializing

techniques.

To assess domains of influence 28 behavioral areas that are common

targets of socialization pressure for toddlers were listed. Respondents

ranked mother, father and caregiver relative to each other in terms of

amount of influence in each of the areas. Only data for mothers'

perceptions about the mother and caregivers roles are reported in this

paper.

An overall influence (0( -.89) was calculated for mothers and

caregivers that consisted of the sum of ratings for each of the 28 items.

Items were scored so that the higher the rating the Teeter the influence.

In addition, three subscale scores were calculated based on an a priori

conceptual sort followed by confirmatory factor analyses of each

subscale. Only items with factor loadings of .25 or greater were

subsequently given a unit weight to form the subscale scores. Item to

total (minus the item) correlations and alpha coefficients of

generalizability were calculated . The domains of influence subscales are

as follows: Age-formed behavior (voi.79) included eight items such as

giving up the bottle, dressing self, going to bed easily, using the potty,

putting toys away etc. Self-regulation ( -.81) included eight items

such as controlling session, taking turns, waiting patiently, obeying,

following rules etc. inter-personal skills, (0( w.73) included five items

such as being helpful, friendly/sociable, shaming toys and possessions,

being sensitive to the needs of others, and Joining in activities with

other children. An additional seven items did not enter into any subscale

10
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score, although they are included in the overall Influence score. These

items included showing respect for adults, being independent, standing

up for oneself, having good manners, telling the truth, showing good

concentration and playing alone.

The second portion of the Role Perception Ouestionnaire listed 16

commonly used socialization techniques. Each respondent listed whether

mother, father, or caregiver used this technique most often in

interacting with the toddler. An a priori, conceptual sort yielded three

subscales, each of which was subject to a confirmatory factor analyses

). Only items with factor loadings greater than .3 were subsequently

given unit weights to form a subscale score. Item to total (minus the

item) correlations and alpha coefficients of generalizability were

calculated. These analyses revealed that one of the a prim conceptual

subscales lacked cohesion and was therefore deleted. The resulting

subscales were as follows: nirttrat techniques ( cKas. 70) Included 5

items such as comforts/soothes, shows open affection, plays, listens to

child, std helps child; disciplinary teclminuesIX -.71) included 7 items

such as tells what to do/not to do, distracts from mischief, shows turn

. taking, punishes/reprimiwwks, &raves environment, insists on routines,

imd prevents danger. Four items (rewards/praises, explains others'

viewpoint, reasons, labels feelings) did not contribute to the subscale

scores. Scores between disciplinary and rxrturant techniques were

uncorrelated.

Results

The various role perception scores for mothers were analyzed by 4x2

11
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Moves (group x sex of child) , followed where appropriate, by planned

contrasts: a) mothers of nursery schoolers its..mothers of children in daycare,

b) daycare mothers la mothers from kibbutzim with familial sleeping

arrmgements, and c) familial x comma! kibbutz mothers.

Similar analyses were undertaken on mothers' perceptions of caregiver

roles, except that 3x2 Anovas twoup x sex of child) were used. Since the

Hebrew word for caregiver differs from tha word for babysitter or nursery

school teacher, many mothers of nursery schoolers did not rate caregiver's

influence. As a result the contrast:mothers of nursery schoolers Its mothers

of daycare chikkben's was omitted.

To assess the respondent's perception of the relative influence of mothers

caregivers matched I tests were cwried out separately by wow. The

results of the various analyses appear in Table I.

Insert Table 1 here

_perceived Influence

Althc40 mothers' perceived Influence varied strongly by group (E3,82

a 10.24,11(001), only one of the plumed contrasts was sipificmt: Daycare

mothers fey influential than Familial kibbutz mothers CL..- Z7, 43 a

0,(.0 1 ). To In which behavioral domain they felt more influential we

carried out I tests on the three sithscores. In only one domain did the woups

differ: daycare mothers felt they influenced their children's age-normed

12
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behav!,r significat more than did Familial kibbutz mothers ti - 2.9, 43

fit,, 12(01). No differences were found between daycare mothers and Familial

kibbutz mothers in their perceived influence in the domains of interpersonal

behavior and self regulation.

Mothers' perceptions of the influence of the caregiver also varied by roup

(E2,60 - 3.44, z.05). We of the planned contrasts, however, was significant,

suggesting that the scores of Familial kibbutz mothers lay midway between

those of nursery school and comma! kibbutz mothers. In this way, Familial

kibbutz mothers perceived the caregivers' influence similarly to both daycare

and Communal kibbutz mothers.

Within -group analyses of the relative influence that mothers attribute to

themselves ys the caregivers showed different results for daycare and

kibbutz mothers. Daycare mothers perceived that they were more influential

thm caregivers in overall influence (1-2.3, 20 gt,g(.05). However, in each

domain their influence was only marginally ("eater than the caregivers. In

contrast, kibbutz mothers from Familial and Communal kibbutzim perceived

that mothers and caregivers were equally Influential. Examination of the

domains of influence scores reveals that there was a division of influence

between mothers and caregivers; the caregiver's influence was perceived to

surpass that of the mother In the domain of age -formed behaviors am-3.8, 21

a, OM on Familial kibbutzim), whereas the kibbutz mother's influence was

perceived to wpm that of the caregiver in the domain of interpersonal

behavior W2.3, 20-23 a, ja<.05 on Fmnilial and Communal kibhutzim).

1)21.111.5001117.1141100.14111

Given kibbutz idealogy which assigns different socialization techniques

to mothers and caregivers, analyses were carried out on the perceived use of

13
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disciplinary and nurttrant tectwtiques. Strong grow differences emerged

between mothers in their perceived use of disciplinary techniques (F3,82
11.89, g<.001). Planned contrasts revealed that daycare mothers reported

significantly greater reliance on these tectmiques than Familial kibbutz

mothers reported CL- 2.6, 43 ilt, is 01). similarly, daycare and Familial

kibbutz mothers differed signit :cantly in their perceptions of the caregivers

use of disciplinary techniques (E2s60 -6.02, v.01). Familial kibbutz mothers

reported more frequently than daycare mothers that caregivers used these

methods = -2.8, 43 df, 13(.001) .

The analyses of relative influence of mother ys caregiver revealed that

whereas daycare mothers believed they used disciplinary techniques more

than caregivers (1-2.2, 20 2, iv.05), both grows of kibbutz mothers felt that

caregivers used these techniques more than they themselves did (t- -2.0, 23

g<.06 for Familial kibbutz mothers, and 1--43, 20 sit, g(001 for Communal

kibbutz mothers).

in contrast to the data on disciplinary techniques, the mothers'perceptions

of their use of ntrttrwt techniques did not vary by row. Town and ktaoutz

mothers reported using such methods equally often. Similwly, no row
differences were found in mothers' reports of caregivers' use of nirttrwt

techniwes. Within-wow analyses of the relative use of ntrttrant techniques

by mothers and caregivers however, showed strong and consistent results:

mothers in all Wee rows reported that they used ntrturant techniques very

much more than did caregivers (> 6.3, 20 as is. 001).
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Discussion

It is clear from the data that the amount of time mothers spend with their

children does not affect their perception of influence nor the socialization

techniques they report using. Mothers of nursery school children who are away

from home only a few hours each day and mothers of children who are in

ful 'time daycare shared similar role perceptions. Similarly, Familial kibbutz

mothers who have more opportunity to interact with their children than

Communal kibbutz mothers (whose opportunities are limited by children

sleeping apart from them) also had similar perceptions of their influence.

Mothers themselves frequently equate time with child with opportunities

for influencing their offspring. In fact on kibbutz the movement to fan' lism

arose because mothers believed that the additional contact with their

children resulting from familial sleeping arrangements would give them

greater influence (Gerson,1978; Spiro, 1980; Tiger & Shepher, 1 975).

Similarly, town mothers often justify staying out of the workforce by

claiming that time away from the child diminishes their influence. In

addition, in at least one study when chilckien entered school and were away

from the mother for significant portions of the day, mothers felt their

influence decreased (Newson & Newson, 1976).

Why then, in this research did time with child have so little effect on the

mothers role perceptions? It may be that time with child influences role

perceptions when the amount of contact between the child and different

chilchwing agents is very discrepalt (for example, 2 hours/week of

rarx1parent contact vs 60 hours/week of parental contact), but that

relatively small differences in hours together may not Nye any appreciable

effect. In this research for example, mothers from Familial kibbutzim spent

15
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more time with their children than did Communal kibbutz mothers, but the

daily difference was of the order of an extra hour or so of the child's awake

time. Even the difference in contact between mothers of children in nursery

school and those whose children are in daycare is less than it first appears;

nursery school children take lengthy afternoon naps upon returning home and

thus have approximately two extra hours of awSte time in the presence of

their mothers. Additionally , the extra contact occurs only on regular

workdays, and not on weekends, public holidays and vacation time, when

parents spend the full day with their families.

Other findings are also consistent with the conclusion that time with

child does not influence mother's role perception. For example, kibbutz

mothers did not perceive their influence as less than that of the caregiver,

despite the camper's greater contact with the child during his waking

hours. Mothers may assess their influence on child less by the daily

variations in mount of contact, than by the cumulative time togethe over

the life of the child, an assessment which takes into account the length and

continuity of relationships. Thus, although the kibbutz mother's daily

contact with the child is for relatively few hours, it extends throtglout the

child's life. In contrast, the caregiver sees the child for longer periods each

day, but both planned owl unplanned turnover of personnel in the children's

house dimip4i)es the impact of any one caregiver. Furthermore, kibbutz

mothers, being personally invested in parenthood (Tiger & Shepher, 1975;

Spiro, 1980) may base their reports of influence on biological and affective

bonds, which in their minor overrides variation in time spent with child.

Otr resew gives support to Pronfentremer's view (1979) that lgrger

cultural and societal factors contribute to the tmderstalding of families. Our



15 Role Perceptions

data shows that chilcharing ideology has an effect on mothers' role

perceptions: mothers with sole responsibility for socialization felt more

influential In their children's lives and attributed greater overall influence to

mothers than to caregivers then did mothers who according to both ideology

and practice shared childrearing responsibility with a caregiver. in contrast,

kibbutz mothers perceived the influence of mothers and caregivers to be

ell, albeit manifest in different domains.

Just as the ideologically derived sole n shared responsibility for

socialization had an impact on mothers' perceptir of influence over their

children, so it aim, had an impact on the perceived use of disciplinary

techniques. Daycare mothers reported using disciplinary techniques more

often than did familial kibbutz :nothers and more often than caregivers.

Kibbutz mothers however, reported using disciplinary techniques less often

than the caregiver. In contrast, the use of nurturant techniques did not vary as

a function of whett 3r socialization responsibility was shwied or not. Mothers

from town and kibbutz reported using these techniques equally often and very

much more than caregivers. In fact, the perception of differential use of

socialization techniques was in accord with the kibbutz ideology on the

division of chilcfrearing, with the caregiver as the socializer/educator and

the mother as provider of affection and nurturance.

It is interesting to note that mothers in this research believed that

nurturance contributed more to socialization success than lid other

techniques. When asked to list the five most important things they do which

help their child grow up the way they want, all the mothers ( from town md

kibtez) listed three or more nurturant tecimicms, when there were only five

such items in a list of 16 techniques. Similarly, psychologists, psychiatrists

17
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and educators emphasize the contributions that loving, accepting interactions

make to children's security, basic trust all self esteem (Ainsworth, Blehiw,

Waters & Via11,1978; Bow lby,1969; Erikson,1950; Rosenberg, 1965). Thus

precisely the techniques prescribed by kibbutz ideology and reportedly used

by kibbutz mothers are identified by experts as important for optimal child

development. Thus it is not surprising that kibbutz mothers believe that their

influence on their children is stbstantial.

There was some correspondence between the socialization techniques

ptrportedly used by mothers and caregivers and the areas in which greatest

influence was manifest. For example, kibbutz mothers who described

themselves as using predominantly nurturant techniques thought they were

more influential than caregivers in promoting interpersonal skills in their

children Behavior in this domain is more =enable to nurttramt and

nondisciplinary techniques than to stricture (Harttp, 1983). Caregivers who

frequently used disciplinary techniques were perceived to be more influential

than mothers in teaching children age- normed behavior (such as to give tp

the pacifier, to dress themselves and so forth). in this domain the setting and

consistent enforcement of standards are thought to be imprtant.

To what extent can the findings from chi Ittearing on kibbutz be

generalized to other shared childcare wrwgements? There are a number of

features of kibbutz living that suggests that generalization should be

undertaken with caution. First of all, the shared childrewing arrangements on

kibbutz involves ideological commitments and commtmity wide agreements. It

is not an individually negotiated arrangement abject to reconsideration.

Second, on kibbutz competent job performance is extolled, even in low status

service positions such as caregiver. In the small closed community of kibbutz

18
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each person's job competence is public knowledge . Third, caregivers know

they will have longterm contact with both parents and chilcren, not just in

the children's house, but in marry social contexts and extending over many

yews. These factors may give the mothers confidence that the caregivers are

accountable for their influence over the children and thereby make it easier

to acknowledge them as contributing to the development of their children.

It is not known how accurate the perceptions of the mothers are in terms

of the role they play in their children's lives. The mothers' perceptions may be

self serving, designed to enhance their self esteem and to flatter the self

(Miller & Ross, 1975) . In the area of parenting outcomes are not known for

20 or more years. Thus our data speak only to the effect that these women

believe they have or wish to have on their chi Wen.

19
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Table 1. Mean Role Perception Scores for Mothers and Caregivers, and Within-Group and Between-Group Comparisons

Childcare Arrangement

Nursery School

Mothers

Daycare Mothers

Familial Kibbutz

SD

SD

Mothers SD

Communal Kibbutz

Mothers

X

SD

F Group F

df

Contrast: Daycare vs

Overall In 1 +Price Disciplinary Techniques Nurturant Techniques

Mother Caregiver ta Mother Caregiver ta Mother Caregiver ta

2.65 na na .69 ne na .79 us na

.26 .21 .19

2.49 2.02 2.3* .57 .34 2.2* .86 .09 14.8***

.34 .45 .27 .25 .20 .07

2.26 2.15 ns .39 .55 -.20* .77 .24 6.3***

.26 .35 .29 .30 .24 .33

2.24 2.31 ns .29 .63 -.43*** .83 .21 7.9***

.28 .23 .22 .21 .21 .27

10.24*** 3.44* 11.89*** 6.02*** ns ns

3,82 2,60 3,82 2,60

2.7** Us 2.6** -2.8** na na

Familial Kibbutz df 45 45 45

Mothers

at Tests of difference between perception of mother vs caregiver roles

na Not applicable

ns Not significant, *p .05, **p .01, ***p .001
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